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and Emily Syvarth singled to 
load the bases with two outs. 
But Buford pitcher Bria Bush 
induced a groundball to end 
the threat and keep the score 
tied at 1-all.

That quickly changed in 
the seventh, when Buford’s 
Jordan Deep hit a leadoff 

wall for a 2-1 lead.
Though the Lady Wolves 

couldn’t add to their lead, 
Bush retired the side in the 
bottom of the seventh to 
end the game.

Michaud, who batted 
2-for-3, doubled to lead 
off the fourth, but a failed 

groundout kept her on the 
basepaths.

Beasenburg was 2-for-2.
Michaud allowed two 

runs — one earned — on 

batsmen and four strikeouts. 
She battled out of jams in 

innings, leaving runners 
stranded on second and 
third each time.

Lassiter totaled six hits 
and had three errors, while 
Buford had four hits.

“We left too many 
free baserunners on, 

and (Buford) didn’t take 
advantage of it early in 
the game,” Campbell said. 
“Overall, I’m happy with 
our performance. We made 
a couple of errors. All in all, 
we played with one of the 
best teams in the state, in a 
lot of people’s opinion. 

“I think this gives us 

faced a good pitcher — a 
Tennessee commit. If we 
can hit her, we can hit 
most anybody. We had 
some good at-bats, but we 
needed a few more down in 
the late innings. We gave 
it a run in the sixth inning, 
and came up one out short, 
but overall, we competed, 

and that’s what I was 
happy with.”

Bush allowed one earned 
run on six hits and struck 
out four.

Buford stole eight bases.
“(Lassiter’s) probably 

the best team we’ve seen all 
year,” Buford coach Tony 
Wolfe said. “We got the one 
break to tie it, and the one 
swing to go ahead.

“I can’t say enough about 
our pitcher. She did a great 
job of keeping us in all game 
long. It was just a great 
game between two really 
strong softball teams. I feel 
sure that both of us, in our 
classes, will go a long way 
as the season plays out.”
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From staff reports

Kayla Trumbull’s single 
to left drove in Taylor 
Krause with the game-
winning run, lifting North 
Cobb to a 7-6 win over Kell 
on Wednesday.

After a single to start 
the seventh inning, Olivia 

second, before Trumbull’s 
line drive to left.

night 4-for-4 with a double 
and two RBIs. Krause 
was 2-for-4, Mould went 
1-for-2 with an RBI, Casey 

Samantha Simcox had a hit, 
RBI and picked up the win 
in the circle.

For Kell, Taylor 
Colclasure was 2-for-4 with 
an RBI, Abby Glass and 
Jill Torres each had two 
hits, and Sierra Shipley and 
Kasey Blair each had a hit 
and an RBI.

North Cobb (16-4) 
will host Marietta today, 
while Kell (7-5) travels to 
Sprayberry.

South Cobb 22, 
Douglas County 2 (3 
inn.): Dezirae Rhodes had 

a grand slam and drove 
in eight runs to lead the 
Lady Eagles to a Region 
3AAAAAA rout.

game 2-for-3 with a bases-
loaded walk and an RBI 

Becky Collins went 
3-for-3 with a double and 
two RBIs, Kaylynn Hicks 

double and three RBIs and 
Asia Moore was 2-for-3 
and earned the victory in 
the circle.

South Cobb (11-3, 2-1) will 
travel to East Coweta today.

Walker 9, Fellowship 
Christian 5: Nicole Simon 
was 3-for-4, including a 
home run in the three-run 
fourth inning, to lift the 
Lady Wolverines to victory.

Katilin Seger and 
Kenzie Hollis each went 
2-for-4 with an RBI, and 
Rae Syrop had two hits and 
earned the complete-game 
victory.

Walker (4-8) will travel 
to Christian Heritage today.

Campbell 12, 
Osborne 6: Ric’Kell 

inning grand slam to help 

propel Campbell to the non-
region road win.

Osborne tied the contest 
with four runs in the bottom 

Spartans (6-8) added three 
runs in the second and three 
more in the fourth to pull 
away.

Sierra Logan batted 
2-for-4 with four RBIs 
and a solo homer in the 
fourth. Shelby Spivey and 
Tori Truesdale each went 
2-for-4 with a run scored, 
Maurisa Hall had an RBI 
and Chandler Kasprowicz 
had an RBI and scored 

three times.
Emma Thomas (1-1) 

season after pitching the 

Campbell will host 
Westlake today.

Cambridge 2, 
Pope 0 (11 inn.): Pope 
dropped the non-region 
home game.

Lindsey Monkiewicz, 
Quentin Staton, Samantha 
Crabtree and Tamaya 
Turner each had a hit for 
the Lady Greyhounds  
(11-5), who will host 
Marist on Sept. 17.

Trumbull gives North Cobb walk-off victory

Associated Press

One of the greatest 
quarterback classes in 
Southeastern Conference 
history is now toiling in the 
NFL.

Gone are the likes of 
Johnny Manziel and Aaron 
Murray, but the big passing 
numbers have stayed.

A new crop of 
quarterbacks — led by Texas 
A&M’s Kenny Hill, South 
Carolina’s Dylan Thompson, 
Kentucky’s Patrick Towles 
and Missouri’s Maty Mauk 

look a whole lot like the 
stats their predecessors piled 
up last year.

“I’m not surprised at all,” 
Mississippi coach Hugh 
Freeze said. “You go back to 
SEC Media Days and (the 
inexperience at quarterback) 
was the buzz around there 
and I kept saying these 
coaches in this league aren’t 
just sitting around and not 
recruiting other quarterbacks. 
There will be many 
quarterbacks when given 
their chance in this league, 
who will do very well.”

So far, so good.
But the games are about 

to get harder for many teams.
Texas A&M’s Hill has 

already been tested and put 
on a show against South 
Carolina, completing 44 of 
60 passes for a whopping 511 
yards and three touchdowns. 

The sophomore ranks 
third in the Football Bowl 
Subdivision with 794 passing 
yards through two games.

The seventh-ranked 
Aggies even have a backup 
who can throw. Freshman 
Kyle Allen, who lost the 
job to Hill during preseason 
camp, completed 12 of 
16 passes for 122 yards, 
two touchdowns and one 
interception in limited time 
during last weekend’s 73-3 
win over Lamar.

“They’ve both been 
helping each other,” Texas 
A&M coach Kevin Sumlin 
said. “The biggest thing 
I see, which you can’t be 
fake about, is how they 
support each other.”

Texas A&M’s quarterback 
situation is settled for now. 
For others — like No. 3 
Alabama — the competition 
continues.

Senior Blake Sims has 
started both games for the 
Tide this season and played 
well, completing 76.6 percent 
of his passes for 478 yards, 
two touchdowns and an 
interception. He’s competing 
with junior Jake Coker, who 
has completed 62.5 percent 
of his passes for 202 yards 
and a touchdown.

Coach Nick Saban 
would like to have the race 
settled by the team’s Sept. 
20 game against Florida, 
but he hasn’t given many 
clues to which quarterback 
has the advantage.

“To me, whichever 
quarterback develops and 
gives us the best chance to 
win when we play Florida, 
that’s the guy we’re going 
to play,” Saban said.

Here’s the quarterback 
situation at some other SEC 
schools:

Missouri’s Maty Mauk 
started four games last season 
when James Franklin was 
injured. Now he’s the main 
guy for the No. 20 Tigers.

He threw for a career-
high 325 yards last week in 
against Toledo.

“I’m thinking aggressive 
thoughts,” Mauk said. 
“I’m going to take shots. 
And sometimes maybe it’s 
not going to work, but the 
guys that I have out there 
catching the football have 
no doubt I can put one up 
there and they’ll go make a 
play for me.”

South Carolina’s 
Thompson has waited four 
years for his shot to be the 
starter after being stuck 
behind Stephen Garcia and 
Connor Shaw.

He’s looked pretty 
good so far for the No. 24 
Gamecocks, throwing for 

and two interceptions, though 
he’d like to see his 57.7 
completion percentage rise.

“I’ve had a few sail on 
me,” Thompson said. “I 
wish I could give you the 

them. I just have to be more 

consistent and accurate, I 
guess.”

Auburn’s Nick 
Marshall led the Tigers to 
the national championship 
game last season, but he’ll 
likely have to share snaps 
with sophomore Jeremy 
Johnson in most games.

It appears to be a win-
win situation for coach 
Gus Malzahn, who can use 
Marshall’s running ability 
or Johnson’s more polished 
pocket passing. Malzahn has 
made it clear that Marshall 
is the starter of the No. 5 
Tigers, but he also wants to 

Kentucky’s off to a 2-0 
start under second-year coach 
Mark Stoops. One big reason 
is Towles, a sophomore who 
has thrown for 547 yards, 
two touchdowns and no 
interceptions.

“In the games, you love 
to see the quarterback sit 
in that pocket, go through 
his progressions, distribute 
the football,” Stoops said. 
“You also like to see how 
he handles adversity.”

One of the few 
schools having issues under 
center is Vanderbilt.

The Commodores have 
been blown out in two games 

Mason. Senior Stephen Rivers 
has received the most playing 
time, but struggled, and 
Mason has now re-opened 
the job and is trying to choose 
between four candidates.

Associated Press

North Carolina wide receiver Ryan Switzer got 
tired of playing in front of empty seats, so he wrote a 
letter to fans. Syracuse coach Scott Shafer offered to 
buy every fan that bought a ticket a second one when 
the Orange opened the season against Villanova.

With the competition for the entertainment dollar 
so tough and empty seats painting a negative image 
of football programs, Atlantic Coast Conference 
schools are brainstorming ways to get more fans 
to games. Some have created fan zones outside of 
stadiums with live music, offered reduced season 
ticket packages and installed new video boards, all 
hoping an enhanced fan experience will do the trick.

North Carolina associate athletic director Paul 
Pogge said everyone faces the same challenge.

“Technology is kind of a double-edged sword,” he 
said. “It makes it easier to connect to your fans but at 
the same time it makes it easier for someone to stay 
home and watch the game on a big-screen television. 
... We need to create a gameday experience that you 
can’t replicate through technology.”

UNC is one many schools that has created an area 
offering live music and other pregame enhancements 
geared toward children and families.

demographics that we can target, who are new 
groups that we can get involved and (get to) come to 

The Tar Heels are expected to contend for the 
Coastal Division title, but estimate that an average 
of 54,500 fans came to their 63,000-seat stadium the 

seats last season is what prompted Switzer to appeal 
to Tar Heels fans directly.

“We need you there early. We need you there loud,” 
he wrote in a letter posted on Inside Carolina, an 
independent fan website. “We need you enthusiastic. 
We need you crazy. ... It shows you care.”

Not all the league’s schools are feeling the 
attendance pain.

Top-ranked Florida State and No. 23 Clemson 
have the biggest stadiums in the league, and usually 

close to 56,000 season tickets, their third consecutive 
increase and highest total since 2008.

The Seminoles drew 81,294 — about 1,000 
below capacity — for their home opener against The 
Citadel, and Clemson drew 78,000 — 3,500 below 
capacity — when it played South Carolina State.

its home stadium to capacity, and that was in the 
Cardinals’ opener against Miami. The crowd was a 
standing-room-only record for Louisville, where fans 
are excited about the return of coach Bobby Petrino.

Attendance woes 
widespread for 
many in league

New quarterbacks such as Texas A&M’s Kenny Hill (7) have helped ensure that passing numbers won’t drop in the SEC, 
even with the departure of such stars as Johnny Manziel and Aaron Murray. / AP

Lofty passing numbers remain, 
even after star QBs’ departures


